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Proclamation 5813 of May 5, 1988

Public Service Recognition Week, 1988

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Government employees, with their commitment to excellence and di-
versity of skills, contribute significantly to the leadership of the United
States in the world. These dedicated men and women are a valuable
national resource, serving in the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial
branches at all levels of government, and dealing with nearly every
aspect of national life.

Government employees provide such a broad range of services that
few citizens remain unaffected by their work. They defend our Nation,
enforce the laws, help protect the environment, maintain vital transpor-
tation systems, work to prevent the entry and abuse of illegal drugs,
administer the Social Security system, conduct health research, help
parents teach their children, and perform countless other vital tasks for
society. These public servants have also helped develop innovative
technologies to show the way in the critical fields of defense, health
care, agriculture, and industry.

In recognition of the indispensable contributions made by government
employees, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 242, has designat-
ed the period commencing May 2, 1988, and ending May 8, 1988, as
“Public Service Recognition Week" and has authorized and requested
the President to issue a proclamation calling for observance of this
week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim the week of May 2, 1988,
through May 8, 1988, as Public Service Recognition Week. I urge the
people of the United States and all levels of government to participate
in appropriate ceremonies to recognize the vital role of government em-
ployees.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twelfth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5814 of May 5, 1988
World Trade Week, 1988

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Setting aside a week in celebration of international trade is a fitting
way to remind ourselves of the countless benefits of world trade for
Americans and for people around the globe, and to remember that free-
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dom is, and must be, an essential element in economic life—individual,
national, and international.

International trade can link individuals and nations alike by providing
opportunities for the interchange of goods and services, the fruit of
human talents that transcend boundaries of geography and culture. The
key ingredient in every act of trade is freedom. Only freedom respects
the inherent rights, dignity, conscience, and worth of individuals; only
freedom encourages individuals to develop their creative abilities to the
fullest and to command fair return for their labor; and only freedom
provides a rational and humane basis for economic decision-making.
The freedom of exchange that is at the heart of every genuine econom-
ic transaction benefits all parties and builds competition, enterprise,
prosperity, justice, cooperation, and social well-being as people achieve
::]::onumi(l:l success by finding their fellowman's unmet needs and filling
em well.

Our country's prosperity likewise depends on our ability to identify
needs and markets for goods and services and to meet them well. Our
free market economy, our belief in free but fair trade on a global basis,
and the American people’s ingenuity and ability all make our products
among the world's most competitive—and we intend to keep it that
way.

My Administration has worked to improve the climate for international
trade by seeking a renaissance in American competitiveness. Last year,
as American goods regained price competitiveness overseas, exports
hit a record level; more than 407,000 manufacturing jobs were created;
and employment surged, with more Americans in the labor force than
ever before. Exports spell opportunity for American business; thou-
sands of U.S. firms have increased their profit margins by exporting,
and thousands are beginning to discover their untapped potential to
succeed in export markets. This year's World Trade Week theme,
“Export Now,” champions the message that I have joined the Secretary
of Commerce in sending and exemplifies America’s winning spirit.

Foreign markets are now more open to American goods than in the
past, but we have far to go in the quest to undo unfair restrictions on
trade. We seek to encourage removal of foreign barriers to free trade,
but we simultaneously work to discourage domestic protectionism—
more accurately described as ‘destructionism,” because it stifles
progress and prosperity by preventing competition and economic trans-
actions that people everywhere desire and need. We also reiterate the
intention of the United States Government to ensure that our trade
policies serve to reinforce our national security interests around the
world. International trade policies and practices must promote the
causes of freedom, human rights, and economic growth everywhere.

World Trade Week is a truly appropriate time to remember the many
benefits international trade has conferred on our country and to reflect
on the many blessings the spread of economic freedom has brought,
and can bring, to people in every nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week
beginning May 22, 1988, as World Trade Week. I invite the people of
the United States to join in appropriate observances to reaffirm the
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great promise of international trade for creating jobs and stimulating
economic activity in our country and for generating prosperity every-
where freedom reigns.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twelfth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5815 of May 6, 1988
National Safe Boating Week, 19088

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a people whose land is blessed with a bounty of rivers, lakes, and
streams, Americans have always prized the relaxation and pleasure of
the open water. “You feel mighty free and easy,” Twain's Huck Finn
said, “and comfortable on a raft.” This quality of the American spirit
has made recreational boating one of the most steadily popular and
rapidly growing leisure-time activities in the United States.

Each year, however, our Nation's waterways become more crowded
with new and faster watercraft as well as an increasing number of tra-
ditional vessels. Despite this fact, boating remains one of the least reg-
ulated transportation activities. It is essential, therefore, that all opera-
tors be familiar with the rules and courtesies of safe boating. National
Safe Boating Week reminds all Americans who use the Nation's water-
ways to educate themselves about and to respect the dangers of the
marine environment and to learn how to operate watercraft in a safe
and prudent manner.

Boating has its very own “rules of the road."” An operator needs to
know a great deal before going out on the water. For this reason, the
theme of this year's National Safe Boating Week is “Know Before You
Go." Those who operate small boats for fishing, hunting, and other
sporting activities should have detailed knowledge of the boats they
are using, their handling characteristics, how to safely load them, how
to prevent them from capsizing, and how to operate and maintain their
equipment. In case of an emergency, all boat operators and riders
should know how to use their craft's safety devices and be certain they
will work as intended; for example, life jackets should be checked,
tested, and properly fitted. In addition, boaters need to be watchful for
potentially dangerous situations. They must have a thorough knowledge
of the waters they are using, the particular hazards they may encoun-
ter, and the prospects for environmental conditions such as tides, cur-
rents, temperature, and weather that may be dangerous. To avoid colli-
sions and keep traffic moving, all boaters should know the Navigation
Rules and the courtesies of safe boating. Most of all, boaters should
know their own limitations so that they do not involve themselves and
others in situations beyond their skill or physical endurance.
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